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Matthew 21:23-25

When Jesus returned to the Temple and began teaching, the 
leading priests and elders came up to him. They demanded, 
“By what authority are you doing all these things? Who gave 
you the right?”

“I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things if you 
answer one question,” Jesus replied. “Did John’s authority 
to baptize come from heaven, or was it merely human?” 



Matthew 21:26-27

They talked it over among themselves. “If we say it was 
from heaven, he will ask us why we didn’t believe John. 
But if we say it was merely human, we’ll be mobbed 
because the people believe John was a prophet.” So they 
finally replied, “We don’t know.” 

And Jesus responded, “Then I won’t tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 



Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be 
baptized by John.  But John tried to talk him out of it. “I am 
the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why 
are you coming to me?” 

But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all 
that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize him. 

After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the 
heavens were opened and John saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and settling on Him.  And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me 
great joy.”





Origin of Authority
The Word of God



2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

_______________________________________________

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 
what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people 
to do every good work.  [NLT]



2 Timothy 4:1-4

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word!

Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently 
correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good 
teaching.

For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to 
sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own 
desires and will look for teachers who will tell them 
whatever their itching ears want to hear.  They will reject 
the truth and chase after myths. 



Romans 1:25-27

They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they 
worshiped and served the things God created instead of the 
Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.

That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. 
Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex 
and instead indulged in sex with each other.

And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with 
women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful 
things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they 
suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. 



John 6:53-54, 66-68

So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have 
eternal life within you.  But anyone who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at 
the last day.”

At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted 
him.  Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also 
going to leave?”

Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have 
the words that give eternal life.  We believe, and we know you 
are the Holy One of God.”



Compassion of Authority
The Throne of Grace



Hebrews 4:15-16, Hebrews 2:18

15 For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to 
understand and sympathize and have a shared feeling with 
our weaknesses but One Who has been tempted in every 
respect as we are, yet without sinning. 

16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.

18 For because He Himself has suffered in being tempted, 
He is able to run to the cry of (assist, relieve) those who are 
being tempted and tested and tried [and who therefore are 
being exposed to suffering]. 



John 8:3-7

3-5 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman 
caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 
they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded 
us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?” 

6 This they said, testing Him, that they might have 
something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down 
and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did 
not hear.

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up 
and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him 
throw a stone at her first.”



John 8:8-11

8-9 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
Then those who heard it, being convicted by their 
conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest 
even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst. 

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but
the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those 
accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither 
do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”



Loyalty To Authority
The Lordship of Jesus Christ



2 Timothy 3:14-17

14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been 
taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust 
those who taught you. 

15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from 
childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive 
the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 

16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach 
us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 
what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people 
to do every good work.



Romans 12:1-2

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let 
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let 
God transform you into a new person by changing the way 
you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect. 



1 Peter 4:14-17

14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are 
you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their 
part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 

16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house 
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the gospel of God?
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